56         THE HEAKT OF BUDDHISM
neighbourhood of his retreat and finally to feign pregnancy and accuse him of being the author of her shame. She tied a heavy wooden bowl beneath her garments, and one day appeared as he was preaching, and before all the people reviled him as her seducer. ' Sister,' he replied with serene calmness, ' no one save only thou and I can tell if these words be false or true.' But though he had forgotten the gods they did not forsake him. For Indra and four attendant gods, veritable dei ex machitia, appeared in the semblance of mice, ran up her skirts and gnawed the strings by which the bowl was fastened. She disappeared in a flame of fire, and descended to the Avici-hell.
The gods are conceived in this legend as unseen witnesses of the affairs of men, and able on occasion to interfere on their behalf.
VI
By wisdom's piercing levin-flash, False Sachcha too did he abash, And all Ms trumpery weapons smash : With envious heart of enmity, And blinded with perversity, He came against the mighty Sage And sought with lies the war to wage. Be yours his glorious victory, And yours its ample blessing be !
Sachcha was a false teacher whom the Buddha overthrew.
VII
His pupil too by magic might Did aid him in the heroic fight, And put the dreadful snakes to flight: The Sage's spiritual son, In serpent's guise, the victory won, Prevailing by his magic power O'er demons twain in that dread hour. Be yours his glorious victory, And yours its ample blessing be !